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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOP- 
MENTS 

1. EMBASSY IS TRANSMITTING BY AIRGRAM FULL TEXT OF COMPREHENSIVE 
STATEMENT ON RHODESIAN DEVELOPMENTS MADE BY BOTSWANA MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARCHIE MOGWE BEFORE THE NATIONAL 
PARLIMENT ON MARCH 14. STATEMENT IS BALANCED AND THOUGHTFUL 
EXPRESSION OF VIEWS OF GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA. IN THE CONTEXT 

OF A GENERAL REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. MOGWE 
MADE SOME COMPLIMENTARY COMMENTS REGARDING VORSTER'S EFFORTS. 

2. STATEMENT WAS BLOWN ENTIRELY OUT OF PROPORTION IN MARCH 18 
ISSUE OF BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS WHICH PLAYED MOGWE'S STATEMENT 
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JOHN VORSTER BY MOGWE." (SIMILAR STORY WAS ALSO CARRIED 
IN JOHANNESBURG STAR ON MARCH 18). 

3. MARCH 19 ISSUE OF BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS CARRIED FRONT PAGE 
RETRACTION OF THE DAILY NEWS ARTICLE, THE HIGHLIGHT OF WHICH WAS: 
(REFERRING TO A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE SITUATION IN THE MOGWE 
STATEMENT) "IN DOING SO HE MENTIONED THE PART PLAYED BY SOUTH 
AFRICAN PREMIER JOHN VORSTER, THOUGH THIS WAS BY NO MEANS THE 
MAIN MESSAGE OF HIS STATEMENT, AS REPORTED IN THE BOTSWANA DAILY 
NEWS YESTERDAY." 

4. COMMENT: BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS COVERAGE OF MOGWE'S STATEMENT 
MAY HAVE BEEN HONEST EFFORT TO HIGHLIGHT WHAT WAS CONSIDERED TO 
BE THE MOST NEWSWORTHY ASPECT OF THE STORY. THIS LINE WAS PLAYED 
TO THE 

CHARGE BY BOTH THE BOTSWANA CHIEF OF INFORMATION AND THE DAILY 
NEWS EDITOR. OR IT MAY HAVE BEEN A PART OF A CONTINUING SKIRMISH 
BETWEEN THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE DAILY NEWS STAFF. 

IN EITHER CASE, THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT HAS CLEARLY 
INDICATED ITS DISPLEASURE AND WE UNDERSTAND THERE MAY BE A 
GENERAL TIGHTENING UP OF CONTROL FROM THERE OVER NEWS ITEMS 
PUBLISHED IN THE PAPER AS A RESULT OF THE INDICENT. 

THOMSEN 
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